PREFATORY  NOTICE
THE   IDLER.
THE Idler may be ranked among the best attempts which have been made to render our common newspapers the medium of rational amusement; and it maintained its ground in this character longer than any of the papers which have been brought forward by Colman and others on the same plan a. Dr. Johnson first inserted this production in the Universal Chronicle, or Weekly Gazette, April 15, 1758, four years after ho had desisted from his labours as an essayist. It would seem probable, that Newbery, the publisher of the Chronicle, projected it as a vehicle for Johnson's essays, since it ceased to appear when its pages were no longer enlivened by the humour of the Idler.
It is well known, that Johnson was not " built of ithe press and penb" when he composed the Rambler; but his sphere of observation had been much enlarged since its publication, and his more ample means no longer suffered his genius to be "'limited by the narrow conversation, to which men in want are inevitably condemnedc" ff The sublime philosophy of the Rambler cannot properly be said to have portrayed the manners of the times; it has seldom touched on subjects so transient and fugitive, but has displayed the more fixed and invariable operations of the human-
* The Genius was published by Colmau in the St. James's Chronicle, 17(51, 1762. The Gentleman, by the same author, came out. in the London-Packet, 1775. The Grumbler was the production of the Antiquary Grose, and appeared in the English Chionido, 1791.
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